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MUSLIM WORLD CELEBRATES EID AL-ADHA 
On September 1, 2017, the world’s Muslim community celebrated Eid al-Adha, Muslims’ sacred 

festival. Eid al-Adha is one of the main holidays for Muslims and in 2017 it’s celebrated on September 

1. According to Islamic rules, the festival of sacrifice is celebrated after 70 days following Eid al-Fitr, 

on the tenth day of the twelfth month of the Muslim lunar calendar. 

The holiday itself is the culmination of the Hajj to Mecca. According Kazakhstan’s Spiritual Board of 

Muslims, more than 2000 of Kazakh citizens went to Saudi Arabia to perform the hajj. It is expected 

that these days Mecca will be visited by a record number of pilgrims - about two million people.  

In his holiday speech, President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev congratulated all Muslims on 

Kurban Ait or Eid al-Adha. "I sincerely congratulate you on the holy Kurban Ait! Kurban Ait is a 

holiday of humanism and charity, good and charity. This holiday will continue to contribute to the 

preservation and consistent development of national identity, noble values, centuries-old cultural and 

historical heritage of the Kazakh people, "said Nursultan Nazarbayev. 

According to the law "On Holidays in the Republic of Azerbaijan" adopted by the Milli Majlis of 

October 27, 1992, the Gurban Bayrami in Azerbaijan is celebrated at the state level. "I cordially 

congratulate you and all our compatriots living in different parts of the world on the holiday of Kurban 

Bairam, which is a symbol of moral perfection and unity, I convey to you the most sincere wishes," 

the Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev said. 

In his message to the Turkish people, President of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

expressed his hope that the holiday of Kurban would strengthen unity and solidarity in the Islamic 

world. 

According to the statement of the Spiritual Board of Muslims of Kyrgyzstan, Kurman Ait along with 

other religious holidays has become a significant event in the spiritual life of Kyrgyzstan that has been 

strengthening moral foundations and unity of the Kyrgyz society. On the occasion of Kurman ait, 

President of the Kyrgyz Republic Almazbek Atambayev took part in the Eid al-Adha prayer and 

congratulated the Kyrgyz people. 

Kurban Bairam is celebrated in Turkey, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, in several regions of Russia, China, 

India and other parts of the world where Muslims live. 
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KYRGYZSTAN HAS CELEBRATED INDEPENDENCE DAY 
On August 31, 2017, Kyrgyzstan hosted celebrations dedicated to the 26th anniversary of the 

independence of the Kyrgyz Republic. According to the national information agency of Kyrgyzstan, on 

this last day of summer the nation’s squares, parks and public gardens were filled with joyful people who 

participated in various entertainment programs. In the capital, concerts and parades were held in all 

districts. 

President of the Republic Almazbek Atambayev gave a speech at the ceremonial event dedicated to the 

26th anniversary of the Independence Day of the Kyrgyz Republic, which was held on the central square 

of Ala-Too. He particularly noted that "During the 26 years of independence, our country has passed a 

difficult path of formation, experienced difficult economic, social and political upheavals. During these 

challenging years we have become different. We became stronger, our people did not break down. The 

country has not weakened, but has become tempered in the fire of testing." 

President of Kyrgyzstan Atambayev recalled the pages of history in detail about the achievements of 

independent Kyrgyzstan. In particular, it was noted that the nation achieved independence in pursuing 

its energy policy and stability of the energy sector. "Bishkek residents remember how the quarters, 

districts, regions were cut off light, the whole country remembers that light and gas could be turned off. 

The creation of its own electric power ring through the construction of two large substations and the 

Datka-Kemin power line, the radical reconstruction of the Bishkek TPP made Kyrgyzstan virtually 

immune to energy security, " said Atambayev. 

Meanwhile, the Kyrgyz media reminded that on August 31, 1991 at an extraordinary session the Supreme 

Council of Kyrgyzstan adopted a resolution on the "Declaration on State Independence of the Republic 

of Kyrgyzstan". According to this historic act, Kyrgyzstan was declared an independent, sovereign, 

democratic state. 

The adoption of the "Declaration on State Independence" marked the beginning of a new stage in the 

history of Kyrgyzstan. The special significance of this historical document is that it marked the beginning 

of the period when the sovereignty of the republic was de jure. This meant that the independence of the 

republic was fixed legislatively, and all subsequent actions of the country were transferred to a new legal 

field. Concluding his speech, once again reminding the people of Kyrgyzstan about the upcoming 

presidential election, Atambayev called on all Kyrgyz citizens to cast their votes on Election Day. 
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UZBEKISTAN HAS CELEBRATED INDEPENDENCE DAY 
On September 1, 2017, there was a celebration on the occasion of the 26th anniversary of the 

independence of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Tashkent. As the Uzbek mass media write, such a 

solemn event was organized for the first time in the Palace of International Forums. 

President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev attended the event along with representatives of state 

bodies, artists, as well as diplomats from different countries.  

In his speech, President Mirziyoyev congratulated the Uzbek people on the holiday. At the same 

time, he noted the merit of Islam Karimov - the first president of Uzbekistan - in the formation of 

an independent Uzbekistan. In particular, he said, "In these days, all of us, all our people, once again 

remember the great historical merit in achieving such high marks of the founder of our independent 

state Islam Karimov. In our beautiful capital city Tashkent, on the square in front of the Oksaroy 

residence, we opened a monument to Islam Abduganievich. " In addition, the second monument 

in honor of Uzbekistan’s first president was opened in Samarkand, where Islam Karimov was born.  

It is noteworthy that the celebration of Independence Day, which is celebrated on September 1 in 

Uzbekistan for the 26th time, coincided with the Muslim holiday of Kurban-Bayram, which is called 

"Kurban Hayit" in Uzbekistan. All over the country solemn events and festivities were held. 

According to observers and experts' opinion, overall the new leadership of Uzbekistan continues 

the course pursued by President Karimov. At the same time, certain changes in Tashkent's domestic 

and foreign policies are still taking place. Most likely Mirziyoyev will strive to solve the most pressing 

problems that have been accumulated in recent years. In this regard, it is obvious that the main 

emphasis in the country's foreign policy will be on cooperation with neighboring republics. 

In a short period, the Uzbek leader visited Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan twice. A week later 

Mirziyoyev is going to meet with Kazakhstan’s President Nazarbayev in Tashkent, and it’s scheduled 

that he would visit to neighboring Kyrgyzstan.  

 

 

 

 

 

3 
 



 

TAJIKISTAN PRESIDENT RACHMON VISITED CHINA 
On August 30, 2017, Tajikistan’s President Emomali Rahmon paid a state visit to China. During his 

visit to Beijing, the Tajik delegation headed by President Rakhmon held a series of intensive 

meetings, including with the top Chinese leadership, as well as representatives of companies in the 

field of military technology, green energy, industry and IT technologies. Rahmon's visit will last until 

September 5th, 2017 and in the period of September 3-5, 2017 the Tajik leader will take part in the 

work of the BRICS summit in Xiamen. 

On the first day of his visit, Emomali Rahmon held a meeting in Beijing with Speaker of the Chinese 

Parliament and Chairman of the National People's Congress Zhang Dejiang. But the most important 

the meeting was between Rahmon and Xi Jinping, Chairman of the People's Republic of China. The 

parties discussed the conditions for the allocation by China a loan of $ 2.3 billion for the 

construction of a government complex in Dushanbe. Among the signed documents is the Joint 

Declaration on the Establishment of a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between Tajikistan and 

the People's Republic of China; Memorandum on the development of cooperation in the field of 

human resources; Agreement on strengthening cooperation in the field of infrastructure; 

intergovernmental agreement on technical and economic cooperation on the allocation of 

irrevocable assistance; An intergovernmental agreement on the allocation of a concessional loan for 

the construction of a 500-kilowatt power transmission line in Tajikistan. 

The parties also discussed cooperation in the field of energy, as well as in mining. They also 

discussed the expansion of cooperation with the Chinese company Huawei. 

Additionally, security issues are becoming an increasingly important area of bilateral cooperation. In 

particular, the parties agreed on strengthening measures to fight against terrorism, separatism and 

religious extremism, and combat international criminal groups and drug trafficking through the 

exchange of intelligence. The sides also discussed the mechanism of quadrilateral cooperation of 

China, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Afghanistan in ensuring stability in the troubled region. 

In 2016 China surpassed Russia as the main trade and economic partner of Tajikistan. Experts are 

estimating that by 2020 the trade turnover between China and Tajikistan will reach $ 3 billion. 
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LOW-ENRICHED URANIUM BANK OPENED IN KAZAKHSTAN 
During the reporting period, an important event in the field of nuclear non-proliferation took place. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA’s) uranium bank was opened in Kazakhstan on 

the basis of the Ulba Metallurgical Plant. The official opening ceremony of the bank took place in 

the Astana - Ust-Kamenogorsk (Ulba Metallurgical Plant) teleconference mode. President of 

Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev and IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano attended the 

ceremony. 

Speaking at the opening ceremony, Nursultan Nazarbayev stressed that Kazakhstan has been acting 

as the global anti-nuclear movement leader. "As a state that has large volumes of uranium-containing 

raw materials, we contribute to the peaceful use of nuclear energy," the head of state said. 

In his turn, Director General of the IAEA thanked Nursultan Nazarbayev for his reception of the 

delegation. "This event was made possible primarily thanks to your personal support and 

participation, as well as our fruitful cooperation," said Amano. 

An agreement on the international low enriched uranium (LEU) bank establishment between 

Kazakhstan and IAEA was reached in Kazakhstan on August 27, 2015. The decision was one of 

the components of the nuclear six talks on the Iranian nuclear dossier. At that time, Kazakh 

diplomats directly involved in the negotiations and proposed to create a bank of low-enriched 

uranium as a practical solution. After two years, the idea was implemented with the support of the 

IAEA and other global players. 

The media reported that the bank is fully funded by voluntary contributions and has no impact on 

the IAEA budget. The amount of donor contributions is about $ 150 million and it should be 

sufficient enough to support the bank for at least 10 years. 

Through voluntarily abandoning WMD and closing the Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test Site, 

Kazakhstan has set an example of a peaceful policy. In this regard, the opening of a bank of low-

enriched uranium once again demonstrates the nation’s significant contribution to non-proliferation 

of nuclear weapons in the world. 
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Established in 2010 by the leaders of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and 
Turkey, the International Turkic Academy is an international organization that 
conducts and coordinates a comprehensive study of languages, culture and history 
of the Turkic world from ancient times to the present day.The Turkic Academy 
promotes cooperation between research and development and education centers, 
studying Turkish world. 
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